Dental caries and the microbial ecology of dental plaque: a review of recent advances.
Our understanding of the microbial ecology of dental plaque has rapidly grown with recent developments in the techniques of molecular biology. In particular, knowledge of the mechanisms underlying the acquisition, establishment, pathogenicity, and evolution of the group of organisms responsible for dental caries--the mutans streptococci--has expanded to the point that we can now contemplate new opportunities for caries prevention. These advances reinforce developing concepts of dental plaque as an interdependent, interacting community of specialised organisms with an ability to rapidly adapt conferred by gene structures that facilitate the expeditious modular rearrangement of protein components.